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The Flower Festival of Chiaravalle della Colomba Abbey
 Chiaravalle della Colomba Abbey Italy 
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GDN - Chiaravalle della Colomba Abbey is an important Cistercian abbey located near the town of Alseno, in the province of
Piacenza, Italy. Founded on April 11, 1136, the abbey is dedicated to the Assumption of the Virgin Mary and represents one of the
most significant centers of Cistercian spirituality in Italy.  

The structure is known for its architecture that combines Romanesque and Gothic elements. The church, with its simple lines in
terracotta, is designed to promote silence and prayer. The abbey's cloister is one of the best-preserved among Cistercian abbeys and
contributes to the atmosphere of peace and spirituality of the place.  

A distinctive feature of the abbey is the legend that tells how a white dove indicated to the monks the exact perimeter to build the
monastery. According to tradition, while the monks were building the church in another location, a dove began to gather straw and
carry it to a specific place, thus suggesting the ideal site for the sacred building.  

In addition to its religious and architectural importance, Chiaravalle della Colomba Abbey is famous for the Flower Festival of Corpus
Christi, an event during which a magnificent flower carpet is created along the central nave of the basilica. During this event, visitors
can admire the Templar Knights participating in various religious ceremonies and the procession.  

The Templar Knights, officially known as the Poor Fellow-Soldiers of Christ and of the Temple of Solomon, were one of the first and
most famous medieval Christian chivalric orders. Founded around 1119 in the Holy Land, the order was tasked with protecting
European pilgrims visiting Jerusalem. These knights combined martial skills with a monastic life to defend the Christian holy places
and pilgrims.

The celebration of the flower festival attracts visitors from all over Italy and takes place in May-June every year.

Chiaravalle della Colomba Abbey played a fundamental role in the religious and cultural life of the surrounding territory, serving as a
welcoming center for pilgrims traveling the Via Francigena and as a place of prayer and study for the monks who resided there.

The Flower Festival represents a moment of great suggestion and beauty, during which the abbey is filled with colors and scents,
transforming it into a real fairytale setting. Visitors have the opportunity to admire the floral creations of the locals and participate in the
religious celebrations.  

Chiaravalle della Colomba Abbey and its flower festival represent an important historical and cultural heritage of the province of
Piacenza, which continues to attract interest and admiration from the numerous visitors who come each year to this evocative place of
spirituality and beauty.  

In conclusion, Chiaravalle della Colomba Abbey is a must-visit for anyone wishing to immerse themselves in history, art, and
spirituality. With its rich history, priceless works of art, and the celebrations that animate the monastic complex throughout the year,
Chiaravalle della Colomba is a cultural and religious destination that deserves to be visited and discovered in all its shades.

We at Foto ReD Photograpic Agency with photographers and journalists Roberto Magni and Daniela Comi participated in this
wonderful event to document and capture the most significant and emotional moments. Thanks to our experience and passion for
photography, we were able to capture the beauty and intensity of each moment, providing participants and organizers with indelible
memories to cherish forever. We are grateful for the opportunity to have been present and to have contributed to the enhancement of
this unique event. We are always ready to offer our professional and creative contribution to make every important moment of your life
unforgettable.
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